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letter 


FROM 


Dr.  DUCAREL,  F.R.S.  and  F.S.A, 


T  O 


WILLIAM  WATSON,  M,  D,  F.R,S, 


UPON 


The  early  Cultivation  of  Botany  in  England  i 


AND 


Some  Particulars  about  JOHN  TRADESCANT5 


A  great  Promoter  of  that  Science,  As  well  as 
Natural  History,  in  the  last  Century, 


And  Gardener  to  King  CHARLES  L 


DON,  Q>t4iAf 


LON 

Pointed  by  W.  Bowyer  and  J,  Nichols* 
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A 


letter 


T  O 


WILLIAM  WATSON,  M.D.  F.R.&. 

S  I  R, 


OUR  love  for  Botany,  and  your  great  know- 


1  ledge  in  that  fcience,  will,  1  hope,  be  a  fuf- 
ficient  apology  for  laying  before  you  fome  obferva- 
tions  which  have  occurred  to  me  on  that  fubieCt,  And 
I  flatter  myfelf  that  the  following  anecdotes  will  nGt 
be  altogether  unacceptable  to  you. 

The  fciences,  we  know,  are  fubjed  to  revolutions. 
But  is  it  not  a  very  extraordinary  one  that  Botany,  fo 
ufeful  to  mankind,  and  fo  well  known  to  the  an¬ 
cients,  fhould,  for  fome  ages,  abandon  Europe,  and 
remain  almoft  unknown  there  till  the  flxteenth  cen¬ 
tury  'y  when  it  is  fuppofed  to  have  fuddenly  revived  $, 
and  has  fince,  by  the  induftry  of  the  moderns,  been 


*  j  j  > 

brought  to  the  higheft  perfection  2 
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The  truth,  however,  is,  that  Botany  returned  into 
England  long  before  this  asra.  Tt  was  brought  back 
here  by  the  Saxons lince  whofe  time,  I  ihall  en¬ 
deavour  to  (hew,  that  it  hath  always  flourished,  more 
or  lefs,  in  this  kingdom. 

I  found  my  opinion  upon  the  authority  of  the  four 
following  Saxon  manufcripts. 

Two  in  the  Bodleian  Library,  viz. 


(a)  N°4i25.  Herbarium  Saxonicum. 

(<£)  N°  5169.  Liber  Medicinalis  MS.  continens  Vir- 

tutes  Herbarum  Saxonice. 


And  two  others  in  the  Harieian  Library,  viz. 


; 


I 


N°  5066.  entitled.  Herbarium  Saxonice. 

N°  585.  Tradatus  qui  ab  Anglo-Saxonibus  dice- 

batur  LIBGR  CDGDIEINALIS  :  fcil. 
L.  Apuleii  Madaurencis  Libri  de  Vir- 
tutibus  Herbarum,  Verfio  Anglo-Sa- 
xonica. 

□  .  ,  ;  .  f  :  ,  l  1  .  •  *  n  : 

This  Lucius  Apuleius  of  Medaura  was  a  famous 
Platonic  philofopher,  who  ffourifhed  about  A.  D. 
200.  )< 

From  this  time  I  have  met  with  no  MS.  concern¬ 
ing  Botany,  till  the  thirteenth  century,  when  (c)  Bi- 
fhop  Tanner  mentions  three  MSS.  on  this  fubjed, 
written  by  Gilebertus  Legleus,  live  Anglicus,  a  phy- 


(a)  Cat.  MSS.  Anglise,  p.  185. 
W  ibid. 

(r)  Bibliotheca,  p.  474. 


fician* 


ik  \UCJU.  c.lll^  V  tyrbjem. 
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fician,  who  flourifhed  in  the  year  1210,  entitled, 

1.  De  Virtutibus  Herbarum,  MS.  Bod!.  Digb.  75. 

2.  Gilberti  Liber  de  Viribus  &Medicinis  Herbarum, 

Arborum,  &  Specierum,  MS.  olim  Monad:. 

Sion. 

3.  De  Re  Herbaria,  Lib.  I. 

(;/)  The  Bifhop  likewife  mentions  one  John  Ar- 
dern,  a  famous  furgeon,  who  lived  at  Newark  in 
Nottinghamfhire  from  1349  to  1370,  as  the  author 
of  a  MS.  (now  extant  in  Sir  Hans  Sloane’s  library), 
entitled,  Volumen  Mifcellaneorum  de  Re  Herbaria, 
Phyfica,  &  Chirurgica. 

In  the  Afhmolean  Library  are  the  following  MSS. 
viz. 

(*)  (N°  7704.)  entitled,  A  Treatife  of  Chirurgery,  with 
an  Herbal,  &c.  in  Old  Englifh,  4to.  1438. 
And  another, 

(N°  7709.)  called,  An  Herbary,  &c.  written  al¬ 
phabetically,  according  to  the  Latin  names, 
in  1443-  And 

(^7537.)  entitled,  A  Book  of  Plants  and  Ani¬ 
mals,  delineated  in  their  natural  colours  on 
velom,  Old  Englifh,  A.  D.  1504. 

Mr.  Ames,  in  his  Typographical  Antiquities, 
p.  470,  informs  us,  that,  in  the  year  1516,  a  folio, 
entitled,  “  The  Greate  Herball,”  was  printed  in 


Southwark  by  Peter  Treveris  y  and  this.  Sir,  I  believe* 
is  the  oldeft  Englifh  herbal  now  extant  in  print. 

To  come  to  later  times.  The  ingenious  Mr. 
Gough  (in  his  British  Topography,  p.  61.)  informs 
us,  “  That,  before  the  year  1597,  John  Gerrard,. 
4<  citizen  and  furgeon  of  London,  feems  to  be  the 
<c  firft  who  cultivated  a  large  phyfic  garden,  which 
u  he  had  near  his  houfe  in  Holborn,  where  he 
u  raifed  1100  different  plants  and  trees.”  (He  might 
have  add,  that  Gerrard  had  another  phyfic  garden  in 
Qld-ftreet,  containing  a  great  variety  of  plants ;  & 
printed  catalogue  of  which  is  to  be  found  in  the: 
libraries  of  the  curious).  But  Gerrard  had  a  famous- 
cotemporary,  who  greatly  advanced  that  valuable 
fcience,  and  of  whom  but  little  hath  hitherto  been 
faid  by  the  modern  biographers. 

John  Tradefcant  is  the  perfon  meant.  And  I 
hope,  Sir,  that  an  attempt  to  revive  the  memory  of 
this  once  eminent  botanift  and  virtuofo  will  not  be- 
difpleafing. 

John  Tradefcant  was,  according  to  Anthony 
Wood,  a  Fleming,  or  a  Dutchman.  We  are  informed 
by  Parkinfon,  that  he  had  travelled  into  moil  parts 
of  Europe,  and  into  Barbary ;  and,  from  fome  em¬ 
blems  remaining  upon  his  monument  in  Lambeth: 
church-yard,  k  plainly  appears  that  he  had  vifited; 
Greece,  Egypt,  and  other  Eaftern  countries. 

In  his  travels,  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  collected: 
not  only  plants  and  feeds,  but  moft  of  thofe  curio- 
fities  of  every  fort,  which,,  after  his  death,  were  fold; 
by  his  fon  to  the  famous  Elias  Afhmole,  and  depo* 
Cited  in  his  Mufeum  at*Qxford. 

^  '  '  Whem 
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When  he  firft  fettled  in  this  kingdom*  cannot,  at 
this  diftance  of  time,  be  afcertained  j  perhaps  it  was 
towards  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Queen  Eliza¬ 
beth,  or  the  beginning  of  that  of  King  James  the 
Firft.  His  print,  engraven  by  Hollar  before  the 
year  1656,  which  reprefents  him  as  a  perfon  very  far 
advanced  in  years*  feems  to  countenance  this  opi¬ 
nion. 

He  lived  in  a  great  houfe  at  South  Lambeth, 
where  there  is  reafon  to  think  his  mufeum  was  fre¬ 
quently  viiited  by  perfons  of  rank,  who  became  be¬ 
nefactors  thereto  :  among  thefe  were  King  Charles 
the  Firft  (to  whom  he  was  gardener),  Henrietta 
Maria  his  Queen,  Archbifhop  Laud,  George  Duke 
of  Buckingham,  Robert  and  William  Cecil,  Earls 
of  Salifbury,  and  many  other  perfons  of  diftinc- 
tion  (/). 

John  Tradefcant  may  therefore  be  juftly  confidered 
as  the  earlieft  collector  (in  this  kingdom)  of  every 
thing  that  was  curious  in  Natural  Hiftory,  viz.  mi¬ 
nerals,  birds,  fifhes,  infedrs,  &c;  &c.  Lie  had  alfo  a 
good  colledtion  of  coins  and  medals  of  ail  forts,  be- 
fides  a  great  variety  of  uncommon  rarities,  (g)  A 
catalogue  of  thefe,  publifhed  by  his  fon,  contains 
an  enumeration  of  the  many  plants,  ftirubs,  trees, 
&c.  growing  in  his  garden,  which  was  pretty  extern- 
live.  Some  of  thefe  plants  are  (as  I  am  informed),  if 
not  totally  extinft,  at  leaft  become  very  uncommon, 
even  at  this  time.  A  lift  of  fome  remarkable  ones 


{f)  See  a  lift  of  them  at  the  end  of  Mufeum  HradefcantiQnum , 

X2m0,  London,  1656 — where  are  Hollar’s  two  prints  of  John 
Tradefcant,  the  father  and  fon. j  ju  ^  * 

U)  ibid.  'U'jfWWy  V0L.1  f).  541 

B  2  f  introduced* 


I 


X. 


Jk 


introduced  by  him,  is  inferted  below  (h).  And  thifr 
able  man,  by  his  great  induftry,  made  it  manifefb 
(in  the  very  infancy  of  Botany),  that  there  is  fcarce: 

(h)  From  Parkinfons  Garden  of  pleafant  Flowers ,  printed  in 
1656. 

44  Pfeudonarciflus  aureus  maximus  flore  pleno,  five  rofeus 
44  Tradefcanti. 

44  The  greateft  double  yellow  baftard  daffodil,,  or  John 
44  Tradefcant’s  great  rofe  daffodil! 

44  This  daffodil  was  primarily  introduced  by  John  Traded- 
44  cant,  and  for  its  extreme  beauty,  may  well  be  entitled 
44  the  glory  of  daffodils.”  .  .  ...  .  .  Page  i02». 

44  Moly  Homericum,  vel  potius  Theophraffi. 

44  The  greateft  moly  of  Homer.  .  .  .  ...  •  1414 

44  Moly  Indicum,  five  Caucafon. 

44  Indian  moly.  .  .  ...........  ibuL 

44  Both  the  above  molys  are  natives  of  Spain,  Italy,  and 
44  Greece,  and  were  procured  from  thence  by  John  Tradef- 
44  cant,  and  flourifhed  with  him,  in  his  garden  at  Can* 
44  terbury,”  (fhould  be  South  Lambeth).. 

44  Ephemerum  Virginianum  Tradefcanti.. 

44  John  Tradefcant’s  fpider-wort  of  Virginia. 

44  This  fpider-wort  is  of  late  knowledge,  and  for  it  the 
44  Chriftian  world  is  indebted  unto  that  painful  induffri^ 
44  ous  fearcher  and  lover  of  all  nature’s  varieties  John 
44  Tradefcant.”  ...  . .  .  .  .  ...  ....  «  .  152. 

44  Gladiolus  Byzantinus, 

44  Corn- flag  of  Conftantinople. 

44  With  this  fpecies  John  Tradefcant  obferved  many  acres  of 
44  ground  in  Barbary  over fpread..  .  .  ...  199., 

44  Elleborus  albus  vulgaris... 

44  White  hellebore. 

44  This  groweth  in  many  places  in  Germany,  and  alfo  in 
44  fome  parts  of  Ruflia,  and  in  fuch  plenty,  that  John* 

44  Tradefcant  obferved  quantity  fufficient  to  load  a  good 

44  fh ip  with  the  roots.  .  »  .  •-  0  .  .  .  .  346. 

44  Nardis  montana  tuberofa. 

obbecLmountain  valerian.. 


'coVerefTki  a  botanic  excurfion  by  J.  Tradefcant.  388. 

any 
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any.  plant  extant  in  the  known  world,  that  will  not*; 
with  proper  care,  thrive  in  this  kingdom. 

When  his  houfe  at  South  Lambeth  (then  calledl 
Tradefcant’s  Ark)  came  into  Afhmole’s  poffefiion,, 
he  added,  a  noble  room  to  it,,  and  adorned  the  chim^ 
ney  with  his  arms,,  impaling  thofe  of  Sir  William. 
Dugdale  (whofe  daughter  was  his  third  wife ),  where, 
they  remain  to  this  day.. 

This  houfe  belongs  at  prefeat  to  John  Small,  Efq;, 
who,  about. twelve  years  ago^purchafed  it  of  fome  of 
Afhmole’s  defcendants ;  and  my  houfe,  once  a  part 
of  Tradefcant’s,  is  adjoining  thereto. 

It  were  much  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  lovers  of 
Botany  had  vifited  this  once  famous  garden,  before,, 
or  at  leaft  in,  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century^ 
But  this  feems  to  have  been  totally  neglected  till  the 
year  1749,  when  yourfelf,  and  the  late  Dr.  Mitchel, 
favoured  the  Royal  Society  (?)  with  the  only  account 
now  extant,  of  the  remains  of  Tradefcant’s  garden*. 
In  it.  Sir,,  you  feem  to  confine  the  extent  thereof  to 

“  John  Tradefcant  introduced,  a  new  ftrawberry,  with 
“  very  large  leaves,  ,  from  Bruflels ;  but,  in  the  courfe 
“  of  feven  years,  could  never  fee  one  berry  completely 
“  ripe.  9.  .  .  .,  .  .  .  ...  .  .  .  Page  528. 

9.  “  John  .Tradefcant  procured  a  new  and  great  variety  of 
“  plums  from  Turky,  and  other  parts  of  the  world.  575. 
10.  “  The  Argier,  or  Algier  apricot.  This,  with  many  other 
“  forts,  John  Tradefcant  brought  with  him.,  returning 
“  from  the  Argier  voyage,  whither  he  went  with  the 
“  fleet  that  was  fent  againft  pirates,  A°  162,0.”  579° 

Thus  far  Parkinfon  ;  but  whether  or  no  thefe- plants  bear  hi»' 
name  at  this  period,  I  can  no  more  pretend  to  aflert,  than  that  ; 
all  the  fpecies  therein  mentioned  are  even  now  exifling  in  eur : 
gardens. 

(i)  Philofophical  Tranfa&ions,  Voh  XLVI.  p»  160* 


C  1°  ] 

\. .  '  ►  « 

"that  rrow  belonging  to  Mr.  Small’s  houfe.  I  believe  It 
'was  otherwife  j  and,  on  the  account  of  the  great  num¬ 
ber  of  plants,  trees,  &c.  am  inclined  to  think  that 
Tradefcant’s  garden  extended  much  farther.  Bounded 
on  the  Weft  by  the  road,  on  the  Eaft  by  a  deep 
-ditch  (ftill  extant)  it  certainly  extended  a  good  way 
towards  the  North,  and  took  in  not  only  my  orchard 
and  garden,  but  alfo  thofe  of  two  or  three  of  my 
?next  neighbours  and  fome  ancient  mulberry  trees, 
planted  in  a  line  towards  the  North,  feem  to  confirm 
this  conjecture. 

When  the  death  of  John  Tradefcant  happened,  I 
have  not  been  able  to  difcover,  no  mention  being 
made  thereof  in  the  Regifter  Book  of  Lambeth 
Church. 

A  lingular  monument,  of  which  1  herewith  fend  you 
a  drawing  (fee  the  annexed  Plates),  was  ereded,  in  the 
South-Eaft  part  of  Lambeth  church-yard,  in  1662, 
by  Hefter,  the  relid  of  John  Tradefcant  the  fon,  for 
himfelf,  and  the  reft  of  this  family,  which  is  long 
lince  extind  (k). 

This  once  beautiful  monument  hath  fuffered  fo 
much  by  the  weather,  that  no  juft  idea  can  now,  on 
infpedion,  be  formed  of  the  North  and  South  fides. 
But  this  defed  is  happily  fuppiied  from  two  fine 
drawings,  preferved  in  Mr.  Pepys’s  Library  at  Cam¬ 
bridge.  We  fee 

On  the  Eaft  fide  Tradefcant’s  arms. 

On  the  Weft  A  hydra,  and  under  it  a  Ikulb 

[Pj  John  the  grandfon,  buried  i£th  September  1652. 

John  the  Ion,  buried  25th  April  1662. 

Hefter,  widow  of  John  Tradefcant,  buried  6th  April  1678* 
From  the  Regifter  of  Lambeth  Church. 

On 


1 


f Broken  columns,  Corinthian  ca«*~ 
pitals,  &c.  fuppofed  to  be  ruins 
in  Greece,  or  fome  other  eaftern , 
countries. 

A  crocodile,  ihells,  &c.  and  a  view 
of  fome  Egyptian  buildings. 
Various  figures  of  trees,  &c.  in  relievo  adorn  the 
four  corners  of  this  monument.. 


©n  the  South 


Qn  the  North 


The  following  remarkable  epitaph  (preferved  at 
Oxford,  and  printed  in  Mr.  Aubrey’s  Antiquities  of 
Surrey,  p.  1 1 .),  was  intended  for,  but  never  placed,: 
upon,  ,  this  monument. . 


Know,  ftranger,  ere  thou  pafs,  .  beneath  this  done. 
Lie  John  Tradefcant,  grandfire,  father,  fon.. 

The  laft  dy’d  in  his  fpring ;  the  other  two 
Liv’d  till  they  had  travelled  art  and  mature  throV. 

As  by  their  choice  colleQions  may  appear,. 

Of  whatris  rare  in  land,  in  feas,  in  air : 

Whilft  they  (as  Homer’s  Iliad  in  a  nut) 

A  world  of  wonders  in  one  clofet  fhut. 

Thefe  famous  antiquarians  that  had  been 
Both  gardiners  to  the  Rofe  and  Lilly  Queens, 
Tranfplanted  now  themfelves,  deep  here  ;  and  when 
Angels  (hall  with  their  trumpets  awaken  men,, 

And  fire  (hall  purge  the  world,  thefe  hence. (hall  rife; 
And  change  their  garden  for,  a  paradife. „ 

Before  I  conclude,  I  mu  ft  beg  leave  to  add  a  life 
of  the  portraits  of  the  Tradefcant  family,  now  in  the 
Afhmolean  Mufeum.  .  I  cannot,  however,  conceive* 
why  both  father  and  fon.  are  therein  called  Sir  John, , 
as  it  does  not  appear  either  of  them  were  ever; 
knighted.  But  fo  it  is  in.  the  Oxford  lift  communis 


<  -  '  -  - 
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seated  to  me,  feme  time  iince,  by  the  late  worthy 
and  learned  Mr.  William  Huddesford,  keeper  of  the 
Afhmolean  Mufeum. 

1.  Sir  John  Tradefcant,  fen ior.  A  three  quarter  piece, 

ornamented  with  fruit,  flowers,  and  garden 
roots. 

2.  Ditto.  After  his  deceafe. 

3.  A  fmall  three  quarter  piece.  Water  colours. 

4.  A  large  piece,  of  his  wife,  fon,  and  daughter* 

Quarter  length. 

5.  Sir  John  Tradefcant,  junior,  in  his  garden.  Half 

length,  a  fpade  in  his  hand. 

6.  Ditto,  with  his  wife,  in  one  piece.  Half  length. 

7.  Ditto,  with  his  friend  Zythepfa  of  Lambeth,  a 

colledtion  of  fhells,  &c.  upon  a  table  before 
them.  A  large  quarter  piece,  inferibed  Sir  John 
Tradefcant’s  fecond  wife,  and  fon. 

Thefe  piftures  have  no  date,  nor  painter’s  name,  as 
3  can  yet  find.  They  are  efteemed  to  be  good  por¬ 
traits.  Who  the  perfon  was,  called  in  the  pi&ure  Zy¬ 
thepfa,  I  never  could  learn.  He  is  painted  as  if  entering 
the  room,  and  Sir  John  is  jQhaking  him  by  the  hand. 

i  have  the  honour  to  remain,  with  great  efleem. 


S  I  R, 

Your  moft  faithful. 


Do<Stors-Commons, 
November  2,  1772. 


humble  fervant, 

And.  Coltee  Ducarel. 
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